Monsta Pt. 3


THE PECULIAR INSTITUTION

“ALL NIGHT FOREVER” SLAVERY

1. ORIGINS:
· Of all the factors separating the North and South, the institution of slavery was the most divisive.

· 1619, year before Mayflower landed, a Dutch frigate stopped at the Port of Jamestown, VA. and sold 20 Africans to the English, Slavery was introduced.

· Slave Trade:    Over 300 agonizing years

i. Triangle Trade – West Africa, West Indies, (Eastern US), Europe

ii. Middle Passage – Horrific Crossing of the Atlantic of Slave Ships. “Tight Packing Vs. Loose Packing”

iii. Why Africans? Cannot Blend into White Population.

· South Atlantic System…3 Components (European Origins)

i. Fertile lands seized from Indians

ii. Enslaved laborers purchased from Africans “Between 1700-1810 African run slave catching systems carried about 7,000,000 Africans to toil in Americas.”

iii. Capital & ships provided by Europeans.

iv. 1776 Adam Smith in the Wealth of Nations explains “Sugar” was the most profitable crop in Europe and America.

·  Tobacco Revolution: Chesapeake Area

i.        After 1700, planters in Virginia and Maryland imported thousands of   Africans.

ii.
Created a slave-based economy and plantation regime.

iii.
By 1720 Africans made up a majority in South Carolina, toiling in the rice growing areas.

iv.
“Southern Gentry”

· Southern Gentry & Slavery

i.          As the southern colonies became full fledged slave societies the character of life changed for whites as well as blacks. 

ii.         Plantations became self-sufficient, planter class elite.  Dominated culture.  Think “Price Tags”
iii.
“Slave Code” – beginning in 1680’s, southern slave owners fearing revolts by slaves set limitations on slave gatherings, education, travel restrictions

iv.
African-American culture emerges… but it is “All Night Forever.”

2. MONSTA …. UNLEASHED!!
· The American Revolution which began in 1775 was animated by the belief that “… all men are created equal” yet slavery was still legal in every one of the 13 colonies.

· By the time of the Constitutional Convention in 1787 slavery had been banished in 5 northern states.

· 15 of the 55 delegates in Independence Hall that summer were slave holders.

· No delegate bothered to suggest an end to slavery, yet it crept into the debates

· Most delegates accepted slavery as a fact of life, something that would eventually die a natural death.

· In 1807 Congress ended legal American participation in the Atlantic Slave Trade

· In 1817 the American Colonization Society proposed another means to ending slavery, resettlement in Africa…Dismal Failure… yet 6,000 relocated to Liberia with the Capitol, “Monrovia”.

· THE “GIN”!! “COTTON IS KING”
· By the early 1790’s everyone believed slavery was dying out, even in the south, where the once rich tobacco lands worked by slaves were nearly exhausted.

· The savior of southern slavery was the inventive Yankee, Eli Whitney.

· On a trip to Savannah, Georgia Whitney met a group of southern planters complaining of poor business because there was no fast or economically efficient way to separate the Seeds from the Fibers of the “upland short staple” cotton which grew so well across the Deep South.

· 10 Days later Whitney had the answer – a cotton engine or “GIN” … a simple device or toothed cylinders snagging the lint through an wire screen.

· It had taken one slave 10 hours to produce a pound of Lint; an improved version of the Gin could eventually crank out 300 to 1,000 lbs a day.

· Within two years cotton states exported 1.6 million lbs. by 1820 American South produced more raw cotton than any country on earth, 160 million lbs. By 1850 4 million, 500 lbs bales a year at 13 cent a pound… planters profits reinforced their commitment to the slave system.

· By 1860, one out of every seven Americans would belong to another American. 4 million men, women, and children were slaves. More than 3 million worked the fields of the Deep South, “The Cotton Kingdom.”

· By 1850 ….. of 6 million southern whites….

a. 345,000 owned slaves … of this number…

b. 30,000 owned more than 20…very exclusive club known as the SOUTHERN PLANTER ARISTOCRACY!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!

